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VIGIL MASS OF CHRISTMAS 2020 
 
Gathering Hymn 
O come, all ye faithful,  
Joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold Him,  
born the King of angels; 
 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 

  

God of God,  
Light of Light, 
Lo, He abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
Very God, begotten, not created; 
  
Sing, choirs of angels,  
sing in exultation; 
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, in the highest;

 
 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 
 

Penitential Rite 
I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters,  
that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words,  
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,  
through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;  
therefore, I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,  
all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters,  
to pray for me to the Lord our God.  
 

Blessing of the Crib 
 



Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people  
of good will.  
We praise you, we bless you,  
we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory,  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
O God, almighty Father.  
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us;  

you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the 
Father, have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you 
alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 
God the Father.  
Amen. 

 

Opening Prayer 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

First Reading (Isaiah 62: 1 -5) 
About Zion I will not be silent, about Jerusalem I will not grow weary, until her 
integrity shines out like the dawn and her salvation flames like a torch. The nations 
then will see your integrity, all the kings your glory, and you will be called by a new 
name, one which the mouth of the Lord will confer. You are to be a crown of 
splendour in the hand of the Lord, a princely diadem in the hand of your God; no 
longer are you to be named ‘forsaken’, nor your land ‘abandoned’, but you shall be 
called ‘My Delight’, and your land ‘The Wedded’; for the Lord takes delight in you and 
your land will have its wedding. Like a young man marrying a virgin, so will the one 
who built you wed you, and as the bridegroom rejoices in his bride, so will your God 
rejoice in you. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
R/. Today is born our Saviour, Jesus Christ the Lord (x2) 
 
Second Reading (Acts 13:16-17, 22-25) 
When Paul reached Antioch in Pisidia, he stood up in the synagogue, held up a hand 
for silence and began to speak: 
‘Men of Israel, and fearers of God, listen! The God of our nation Israel chose our 
ancestors, and made our people great when they were living as foreigners in Egypt; 
then by divine power he led them out. 
‘Then he made David their king, of whom he approved in these words, “I have 
selected David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart, who will carry out my whole 
purpose”. To keep his promise, God has raised up for Israel one of David’s 
descendants, Jesus, as Saviour, whose coming was heralded by John when he 



proclaimed a baptism of repentance for the whole people of Israel. Before John ended 
his career he said, “I am not the one you imagine me to be; that one is coming after 
me and I am not fit to undo his sandal” ’. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Tomorrow there will be an end to the sin of the world 
And the saviour of the world will be our king. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel (Matthew 1:18-25) 
This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph; 
but before they came to live together she was found to be with child through the Holy 
Spirit. Her husband Joseph; being a man of honour and wanting to spare her 
publicity, decided to divorce her informally. He had made up his mind to do this 
when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because she has conceived 
what is in her by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you must name him 
Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his people from their sins.’ Now all this 
took place to fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and they will call him Emmanuel, 
a name which means ‘God-is-with-us.’ When Joseph woke up he did what the angel 
of the Lord had told him to do: he took his wife to his home and, though he had not 
had intercourse with her, she gave birth to a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Homily 
 
Creed 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.  
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
the Only Begotten Son of God,  
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
(At the words that follow, up to and including ‘and became man’, all kneel down) 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
and became man. 



(Please pause) 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,  
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures.  
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.  
I believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church, 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
  
Prayer of the Faithful 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
Preparation of the Gifts 
 
Come, come, come to the Manger, 
Children come to the Children’s King! 
Sing, Sing, Chorus of Angels,  
Star of morning, o’er Bethlehem sing! 
 
 
He lies with the beasts in the stall, 
Who is maker and ruler of all, 
The wintry wind blows cold and dreary, 
See he sleeps, the world is weary; 
Lord, have pity and mercy on me! 
 

He leaves all his glory behind; 
To be born and to die for mankind. 
With grateful beasts his cradle chooses, 
Thankless man his love refuses; 
Lord, have pity and mercy on me! 
 
To the manger of Bethlehem come,  
To the saviour Emmanuel’s home;  
The heav’nly hosts above are singing,  
Set the Christmas bells aringing; 
Lord, have pity and mercy on me

Prayer over the Gifts 
 

Preface & Holy Holy 
Priest  The Lord be with you.  
People  And with your spirit.  
  
Priest  Lift up your hearts.  



People  We lift them up to the Lord.  
 

Priest  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right and just…… 
 

All Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest… 

 

The Mystery of Faith 
 

All  When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, 
 We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
 Until you come again.  
 

THE COMMUNION RITE 
 
Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, Lamb of God 
you take away, you take away 
the sins of all, the sins of all 
the world, the world 
Miserere nobis, Miserere nobis 
 

Lamb of God, Lamb of God 
you take away, you take away 
the sins of all, the sins of all 
the world, the world 
Miserere nobis, Miserere nobis

 
Lamb of God, Lamb of God 
you take away, you take away 
the sins of all, the sins of all 

the world, the world 
Dona nobis Pacem, Dona nobis Pacem 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
 

The Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love you above all things, 
and I long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you Sacramentally, come at 
least spiritually into my heart. As though You have already come, I embrace You and 
unite myself entirely to You; Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Communion Hymn 
1.Silent night, holy night, 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and Child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace.  

2.Silent night, holy night, 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ the Saviour is born, 
Christ the Saviour is born!

 
3.Silent night, holy night, 

Son of God, love’s pure light; 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

CONCLUDING RITE 
 

Closing Prayer 
 

Solemn Blessing 
 

Priest  The Lord be with you. 
All  And with your Spirit. 
 

Priest  Bow your heads and pray for God’s blessing. 
 

Priest When he came to us as man, the Son of God scattered the darkness of 
this world, and filled this holy night with his glory. May the God of 
infinite goodness scatter the darkness of sin and brighten your hearts 
with holiness. 

All Amen. 
 

Priest God sent his angels to shepherds to herald the great joy at our Saviour’s 
birth. May he fill you with joy and make you heralds of his Gospel. 

All Amen. 
 

Priest When the Word became man, earth was joined to heaven. May he give 
you his peace and goodwill, and fellowship with all the heavenly host. 

All Amen. 
 

Priest May Almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. 

All Amen. 
 

Priest Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 



Final Hymn 
‘Hark!’ the herald angels sing, 
‘Glory to the new-born King! 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled’. 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th' angelic host proclaim, 
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem’. 
‘Hark!’ the herald angels sing, 
‘Glory to the new-born King!’ 

Christ, by highest heaven adored: 
Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
Late in time behold him come, 
Offspring of a Virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see; 
Hail, th'incarnate Deity: 
Pleased, as man, with men to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel! 
‘Hark!’ the herald angels sing, 
‘Glory to the new-born King!’ 

 
Hail! the heaven-born Prince of peace! 

Hail! the Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 

Risen with healing in his wings 
Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that man no more may die: 
Born to raise the son of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. 
‘Hark!’ the herald angels sing, 
‘Glory to the new-born King!’ 

 
**** 
On Christmas night all Christians sing 
To hear the news the angels bring: 
On Christmas night all Christians sing 
To hear the news the angels bring: 
News of great joy, news of great mirth, 
News of our merciful King’s birth.  
 
Then why should we on earth be so sad,  
Since our Redeemer made us glad? 
Then why should we on earth be so sad,  
Since our Redeemer made us glad? 
When from our Sin he set us free, 
All for to gain our liberty? 

When sin departs before his grace, 
Then life and health come in its place; 
When sin departs before his grace, 
Then life and health come in its place; 
Angels and men with joy may sing, 
All for to see the new-born King. 
 
All out of darkness we have light, 
Which made the angels sing this night: 
All out of darkness we have light,  
Which made the angels sing this night: 
‘Glory to God and peace to men, 
Now and for evermore. Amen.’ 

 
 

With our thanks for your many kindnesses and gifts, and with all the good wishes 
for a blessed Christmas and New Year. 

 

Father Michael, Father Julian, and Deacon Steve
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