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1. Once in royal David’s city 
Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her Baby 
In a manger for His bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little Child. 

  

2. He came down to earth from Heaven, 
Who is God and Lord of all, 
And His shelter was a stable, 
And His cradle was a stall; 
With the poor, and mean, and lowly, 
Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

3. And our eyes at last shall see Him, 
Through His own redeeming love, 
For that Child so dear and gentle 
Is our Lord in Heav’n above, 
And He leads His children on 
To the place where He is gone. 
   

4. Not in that poor lowly stable, 
With the oxen standing by, 
We shall see Him; but in Heaven, 
Set at God’s right hand on high; 
Where like stars His children crowned 
All in white shall wait around.

INTRODUCTORY RITES 
 
Blessing of the Crib 
Following the introduction the crib is blessed, the baby placed in the manger and the following carol is 
sung 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus lay down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down  

where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes 
I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care 
And fit us for heaven, to live with thee there. 

 
 



Penitential Rite 
Kyrie Elieson 
Christe Elieson 
Kyrie Elieson 
 
He took the punishment that brought us peace 
By His wounds we are healed 
 
Like sheep we’ve all gone astray 
The shepherd calls us home 
 
For he bore the sins of many 
And He prays for us to the Father 
 
Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace to people of good will. 
 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace to people of good will. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
    have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
    receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
    have mercy on us. 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace to people of good will. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 



with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
 
Amen 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
First Reading (Isaiah 9:1-7) 
The people that walked in darkness has seen a great light; on those who live in a land 
of deep shadow a light has shone. You have made their gladness greater, you have 
made their joy increase; they rejoice in your presence as men rejoice at harvest time, as 
men are happy when they are dividing the spoils. 
For the yoke that was weighing on him, the barb across his shoulders, the rod of his 
oppressor, these you break as on the day of Midian. For all the footgear of battle, 
every cloak rolled in blood, is burnt, and consumed by fire. For there is a child born 
for us, a son given to us and dominion is laid on his shoulders; and this is the name 
they give him: Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God, Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace. 
Wide is his dominion in a peace that has no end, for the throne of David and for his 
royal power, which he establishes and makes secure in justice and integrity. 
From this time onwards and for ever, the jealous love of the Lord of Hosts will do 
this. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Response to the Psalm 
Today a saviour has been born to us; he is Christ the Lord 
 
Second Reading (Titus 2:11-14) 
God’s grace has been revealed, and it has made salvation possible for the whole 
human race and taught us that what we have to do is to give up everything that does 
not lead to God, and all our worldly ambitions; we must be self-restrained and live 
good and religious lives here in this present world, while we are waiting in hope for 
the blessing which will come with the Appearing of the glory of our great God and 
saviour Christ Jesus. He sacrificed himself for us in order to set us free from all 
wickedness and to purify a people so that it could be his very own and would have no 
ambition except to do good. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I bring you news of great joy: 
Today a saviour has been born to us, Christ the Lord. 
Alleluia! 



 
Gospel (Luke 2:1-14) 
Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the whole world to be taken. This 
census – the first – took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria, and everyone 
went to his own town to be registered. So Joseph set out from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee and travelled up to Judaea, to the town of David called Bethlehem, since he 
was of David’s House and line, in order to be registered together with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child. While they were there the time came for her have her 
child, and she birth to a son, her first born. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid him in a manger because there was no room for them at the inn. 
In the countryside close by there were shepherds who lived in the fields and took it in 
turns to watch their flocks during the night. The angel of the Lord appeared to them 
and the glory of the Lord shone round them. They were terrified, but the angel said, 
‘Do not be afraid. Listen, I bring you news of great joy, a joy to be shared by the 
whole people. Today in the town of David a saviour has been born to you; he is 
Christ the Lord. And here is a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly with the angel there was a great throng 
of the heavenly host, praising God and singing: 
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and peace to men who enjoy his favour.’ 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ
 
Homily 
 
Creed 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.  
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
the Only Begotten Son of God,  
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
(At the words that follow, up to and including ‘and became man’, all kneel down) 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
and became man. 
(Please pause) 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,  
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures.  
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 



He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.  
I believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church, 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Faithful 
 
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Preparation of the Gifts 
 
O Holy Night, the stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of our dear Saviour's birth 
Long lay the world, in sin and error pining, 
Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth 
 
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn 
 
Fall on your knees! O hear hear the angel voices 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born 
O night divine, O night, O night divine 
 
Truly he taught us to love one another 
His law is love and His gospel is peace 
Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother 
And in his name all oppression shall cease 
 
Sweet hymns of joy, in grateful chorus raise we  
Let all within us praise his holy name 
 
Christ is the Lord! Forever we will praise thee 
His power and glory evermore proclaim 
His power and glory evermore proclaim 

Eucharistic Prayer 
Preface & Holy Holy 
Priest  The Lord be with you.  
People  And with your spirit.  
  



Priest  Lift up your hearts.  
People  We lift them up to the Lord.  
  
Priest  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right and just…… 
 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory 
Hosanna in the highest 
 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord 
Hosanna in the highest 
Hosanna in the highest 
 
The Mystery of Faith 
We proclaim Your death O Lord 
And profess Your resurrection 
Until You come again 
 

COMMUNION RITE 
Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, You take away 
The sin of all the world 
Miserere nobis 
 
Lamb of God, You take away 
The sin of all the world 
Miserere nobis 
 
Lamb of God, You take away 
The sin of all the world 
Dona nobis pacem 
Dona nobis pacem 
 
Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love you above all things, 
and I long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you Sacramentally, come at 
least spiritually into my heart. As though You have already come, I embrace You and 
unite myself entirely to You; Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Holy Communion 
Silent night, holy night, 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and Child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night, 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ the Saviour is born, 
Christ the Saviour is born! 

 
Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love’s pure light; 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

Silent night, holy night 
Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 
Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Saviour is born, 
Christ the Saviour is born.

Concluding Prayer 
 
Solemn Blessing 
 
Priest  The Lord be with you. 
All  And with your Spirit. 
 

Priest  Bow your heads and pray for God’s blessing. 
 

Priest When he came to us as man, the Son of God scattered the darkness of 
this world, and filled this holy night with his glory. May the God of 
infinite goodness scatter the darkness of sin and brighten your hearts 
with holiness. 

All Amen. 
 

Priest God sent his angels to shepherds to herald the great joy at our Saviour’s 
birth. May he fill you with joy and make you heralds of his Gospel. 

All Amen. 
 

Priest When the Word became man, earth was joined to heaven. May he give 
you his peace and goodwill, and fellowship with all the heavenly host. 

All Amen. 
 

Priest May Almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. 

All Amen. 
 

Priest Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
 



Final Hymn 
‘Hark!’ the herald angels sing, 
‘Glory to the new-born King! 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled’. 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th' angelic host proclaim, 
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem’. 
‘Hark!’ the herald angels sing, 
‘Glory to the new-born King!’ 
 

Christ, by highest heaven adored: 
Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
Late in time behold him come, 
Offspring of the favoured one. 
Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see; 
Hail, th'incarnate Deity: 
Pleased, as man, with men to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel! 
‘Hark!’ the herald angels sing, 
‘Glory to the new-born King!’ 

 
Hail! the heaven-born Prince of peace! 

Hail! the Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 

Risen with healing in his wings 
Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that man no more may die: 
Born to raise the son of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. 
‘Hark!’ the herald angels sing, 
‘Glory to the new-born King!’ 

 
With our thanks for your many kindnesses and gifts, 

and wishing you every blessing for Christmas and the New Year ahead 
Fr Michael, Fr Julian & Deacon Steve 
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