Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus, the greatest gift that we have ever been
given or which we can ever receive. If we welcome Him into our heart and life, He
gives us great joy, lasting peace, everlasting light, deep wholeness… or as the book
which talks about Him puts it....’power to become the children of God’. He
is called the Saviour because He rescues us from death, stops us from
making a mess of our lives, picks us up, gives us new brothers and sisters,
and restores our life.

The picture of the child Jesus featured on the front of this card was drawn by
Francesca who was the Overall Winner of our Christmas drawing competition. We thank
all the children in Years 5 and 6 of St Alban and St Stephen Primary School who submitted
entries. The competition runs every year with one of our two parish primary schools
participating on a biennial basis. The photo of the Crib was taken by Pat O’Brien. This year
the Crib is situated beneath the main altar to make it visible to those who are reliant on
streaming to ‘visit’ the church. It is reproduced here so that those who cannot visit the
church and who have no access to the internet can share in our Christmas celebration.

St Alban and St Stephen Catholic Church
www.albanstephen.org
14 Beaconsfield Road, St Albans AL1 3RB
SERVICES THIS CHRISTMAS
Due to Government restrictions, the times when the Church is open for Mass or for
private prayer throughout the Christmas season may vary so it is essential to check the
Parish website for updates on the current situation www.albanstephen.org
OR
Contact the office Monday-Friday 9am-1pm
Tel: 01727 853585 e-mail: stalbans@rcdow.org.uk
Please note that the Government guidance for the safe use of churches during the
pandemic will be followed.
ALL services this Christmas will be live-streamed and available on
youtube.com/c/SsAlbanandStephenCatholicChurch
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Penitential Service in Church on Saturday 12 December at
10am followed by Eucharistic Adoration. For individual confessions, please call the parish
office to make an appointment.
Carols by Candlelight: Will be streamed on Tuesday 22 December at 7.30pm.

On behalf of the Christian family at St Alban and St Stephen
Catholic Church, Fr Michael and Fr Julian wish you and all your
family a Very Happy Christmas

