
Father Jules Chevalier 1824–1907  

On the 15
th

 March 2024, we celebrate the 200
th

 

anniversary of the birth of Jules Chevalier in 

Richelieu into a France devastated by the French 

Revolution and the resulting Napoleonic Wars.  Fr 

Jules saw the Spirituality of the Heart as the answer to the despair of the people. For Fr Jules, God 

showed his great love for us and the world through the human heart of his Son, Jesus. His great motto 

that can be seen around our own statue of the Sacred Heart was “May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 
everywhere loved”.In December 1854, he founded the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart (MSCs). The 
early years of Fr Chevalier’s developing MSC community were underscored by a constant sense of social 
animosity and political unrest. Anti-clericalism became a serious issue, which resulted in many religious 

orders being ejected from France in the late 1800s. As a result of this, most of the MSCs in Issoudun 

were forced to leave finding refuge in Spain, Italy, Holland, Belgium, Germany, and England, where they 

picked up the missionary baton once more. The MSCs served the parish of St Alban and St Stephen 

faithfully for 120 years between 1899 and 2019.  The Missionaries of the Sacred Heart continue to 

minister in more than 50 countries worldwide, with over 1700 MSCs carrying on the legacy of their 

founder.  

Fr Jules envisioned three groups working together to fulfil his mission: Religious 

men and women, an association of diocesan priests, and a group of laity who would take 

this mission to their homes and to their work places. In 1874, he founded the Daughters 

of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart.  He is also the Spiritual Founder of the International 

Branch of the Lay members of the Chevalier Family, members of which here continue to 

help migrants, refugees and the under-privileged in our own parish. 

With the knowledge of Fr Chevalier’s unerring belief that “It is through love that 
God created everything,” we celebrate the great gifts that have been granted to us through God’s love, 
and with the continued shared aim of sharing this love “wherever and whenever it is needed most”. 

“As we celebrate this special jubilee for our Chevalier family, may each one of us be touched by the 
Spirit, and like Fr Chevalier, be gifted with a heart on fire for mission” (Chevalier Year Commission)  

Prayer: God our Father, we thank you for having given to your Church Fr Jules Chevalier, inspired as 

we are by the living hope that he will be proposed to the faithful for veneration as a model of holiness. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus – Have mercy on us; Our Lady of the Sacred Heart – Pray for us; St Joseph – Pray 

for us; Servant of God Jules Chevalier – intercede for us. 

The Winter 2023 edition of the MSC Message is now available to download. It contains a greeting from Fr 

John Fitzgerald, Director of the MSC Missions Office. It welcomes Fr Joe McGee as the new Provincial 

Superior along with the new Provincial team, Fr Dave Nixon, Fr Manus Ferry, Fr John Bennett and Fr Alan 

Whelan.   There is more news from Fr Alan Neville in South Sudan. Fr Remigius asks for help to rebuild his 

parish Church which had been damaged by high winds in Keelakarai, South India. There is an update from 

some of the work MSCs have done in the Philippines after Typhoon Odette Appeal in 2021 

(www.mscmissions.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/MSC-Message-Winter-2023-.pdf) 



NEWS of former priests of St Alban and Stephen 

In the Autumn of 2023, our former Parish priest, Fr Charles Sweeney, moved from Salthill to serve 

Oranmore, a parish still in Galway, where there are two churches, The Church of the Immaculate 

Conception in Oranmore and the Church of St Joseph in Maree (www.oranmoreparish.org/). 

 

A native of Thurles, Co. Tipperary, Fr Con Doherty was ordained in the parish of 

the Sacred Heart, Cork in 1990. Since then, Fr Con has had a fascinating 

missionary journey, serving here in St Albans Parish until 1995 where he was well 

known for his generosity – once giving away the Parish’s Priest’s new overcoat to 
a homeless man! He then travelled to Russia to join his MSC brothers Fr Michael 

Screene and Fr Kevin Blade. Fr Con remained in Russia for a decade, returning to 

Ireland in 2015, when he became chaplain in Cuan Mhuire in Co. Limerick; there 

he ministered until his recent appointment as Parish Priest at the Sacred Heart 

Church, Cork, returning to the parish where he was ordained. 

(www.mscmissions.ie) 

 

“An Endangered Species” is the memoir of Fr Jerry Daly, who was active as a priest and missionary for 

over 50 years. The book is available on Amazon (www.amazon.co.uk/Endangered-Species-Life-

Priest/dp/1782182942  Cost £3). It charts Fr Daly's childhood in Cork, his early vocation to be a priest and 

the challenges of his education and training. Following his ordination Fr Jerry embarked on his profession 

as a missionary. This work took him to diverse parts of the world where he enjoyed a variety of 

experiences. These reminiscences about Fr Jerry's life, some about his life here in St Albans, are 

interspersed with his views on a range of topics, most importantly, the state of the contemporary 

Catholic Church.  
 

Making a difference in South Sudan 

Fr Alan Neville has been ministering in South Sudan since 2020, where 

he now fills the role of principal at the Catholic University of Rumbek. 

At the heart of the mission of the University is transformation. Their 

work and the courses they deliver are designed not only to educate 

the most marginalised in the community, most notably women, but 

also prepare to help build a South Sudan that is economically and 

socially more prosperous for those who follow in their footsteps. The 

journey, however, is a long one, and there have been plenty of 

challenges along the way. 

 

Fr Alan writes: The peace we are currently enjoying is a blessing 

and not one easily forgotten. Just to our north, our immediate 

neighbours, Sudan, are in the grip of a savage civil war for the last 

ten months, from which will emerge only losers. The devastation will set back the country by a generation 

at least and the suffering has been immeasurable. In South Sudan, we are still building here after decades 

of conflict, and we are aware of how quickly it can all be taken away. Thankfully, in the Catholic 

University, education continues to flourish too. This is in large part due to the generosity of our MSC 

benefactors, who have helped us fund the complete renovation of the library, as well as the purchase of 

blackboards and chairs for our lecture rooms. When our students graduate, they will be among the first 

properly trained teachers who have qualified from Catholic University in Rumbek. It is a sign hopefully of 

things to come. 
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