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Fr Michael writes... In recent years we have had a period of Forty Hours Adoration on or around the solemnity of Christ
the King, the last Sunday before the beginning of Advent. It has been well supported and proved to be very popular,
giving people an opportunity to pray before the Blessed Sacrament for an extended period. One of the blessings which
the newly installed glass doors will give us is the ability to see through to the sanctuary and the tabernacle from the
pavement outside. For each of us, I am hoping that this visibility will be a reassuring reminder of the Lord’s presence,
but I also hope it will spark a question in the minds of those not familiar with our faith in and belief about Christ’s
presence in the Eucharist. Unfortunately, the current building works make the practicalities around the forty hours more
complicated so I have decided not to go ahead with this year’s Forty Hours. Please be assured this is a temporary move
and that the Forty Hours will be reinstated next year when there will be an opportunity to build back better.

E

Monday Office Volunteers We currently have a group of five volunteers who come into the presbytery on Monday
mornings between 9am and 1pm on a rota basis to answer the door and phone, and to undertake some light office duties.
If you would be interested in joining this group, or for more information, please contact Fr Michael at the Presbytery.

Sick and Retired Priests Collection this weekend The priests in our Diocese, although retired, continue to serve long
into their late seventies and eighties, working in our parishes and schools, visiting our sick or elderly and making
themselves available, at our time of crisis and need. The sick and retired Priests Fund is intended as a safety-net for priests
who need support to supplement what they have already made provision for, or which they are statutorily entitled to.
By giving to the Sick & Retired Priests” Fund you can ensure that essentials like housing, rent or health care are in place.

St Alban & St Stephen Parish Advent Talks 2025 This year’s Advent Talks will focus on The Holy Land. Fr John Deehan,
Ecumenical Catholic Chaplain at St Albans Cathedral, will speak on “The Holy Land - Gift or Entitlement?” at 7.45pm on
Monday 1 December. The talk will focus on the Biblical Theology of the Holy Land, drawing mainly on the Old Testament
scriptures. Fr Paul McDermott, Parish Priest, St Edward the Confessor, Golders Green and Director of the Diocesan Holy
Land Pilgrimage will reflect with us on the holy places Jesus visited in 'The Word was Made Flesh Here’, at 7.45pm on
Monday 8 December. Refreshments available and everyone is welcome to join us in the parish hall. The talks will follow
a Parish Appeal on behalf of Friends of the Holy Land after all masses on the weekend of 29/30 November.

Calling singers and musicians for St Alban & St Stephen Carols by Candlelight Practices as follows:

- Saturdays 29 Nov, 6 Dec, 13 Dec: BAND in Church 1.30- 3.15pm, SINGERS in Hall 3- 4.40pm (in Church on 13 Dec).
- Saturday 20 December 1.30-4.30pm Band AND Singers

- Monday 22 December 7-9.30pm Dress rehearsal

- Tuesday 23 December 5.45pm warm up for 7.30pm service. Please email stalbanscbc@rcdow.org.uk to take part.

IGNITE Open to 14-18 years old is being held at our church Saturday 6 December starting with 5pm Mass and followed
by activities from 6-7pm in the hall. Come and meet fellow young Catholics from St Albans, Watford and Hemel and
have fun. Please let parish office know if you can come for safeguarding purposes.

Cards for Good Causes Christmas Charity Christmas Card and Gift Shop St Peter’s Church, St Peter’s St. Monday-
Saturday 10am-4pm, Sunday 11lam-4pm.

Welcome to all new parishioners! Please see our website for useful information for those who are new to our parish.
Please also complete our online New Parishioner Registration Form if you have not already registered as a new
parishioner so that we can add you to our parish records and welcome you to our parish community.
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LITURGY AND SACRAMENTS

Sacrament of Baptism The next baptism preparation course
is Saturday 6 December 2025 at 11.30am. To register or to
arrange a date for baptism please speak to Fr Michael or Fr
John after any of the weekend masses.

Monthly 10am Family Mass on the last Sunday of the
month. There is no Children’s Liturgy on the last Sunday
of each month. Instead, children are invited to sit on the
carpet at the front of the church and the Mass itself is geared
towards their participation. There is then a short social.

Youth Mass dates 2025/26 Sunday 6pm Mass on 7 Dec, 25
Jan, 8 Feb, 22 Mar, 10 May, 14 June and 5 July.

OUR PARISH COMMUNITY

Parish Christmas card market stall Every year we distribute
Parish Christmas cards at the market as a reminder about
the meaning of Christmas and an invitation to join us in our
celebrations. This year, could we please have a volunteer to
head it up? Please contact Mary at 07976 277 059 for more
information about this and the Easter stall.

Fair trade Stall Open after all Masses this weekend. We
have a wide range of Christmas cards, chocolate/non-
chocolate Advent calendars. All proceeds go to CAFOD.

Migrants' toiletries and clothing collections We currently
need donations of sanitary towels (not tampons), shower
gel, toothpaste, shampoo, baby wipes, adult toothbrushes,
deodorant, bars of soap, baby shower gel and shampoo.
Donations of men's clothing are also needed for local
migrants. Please only donate items which you would be
happy to give to a family member or friend. While the
building works are taking place, there will be a collecting
point for these items on the third Sunday of each month.
Many thanks for all your support.

St Albans Food Bank We currently have a food collection
point at all masses, including the Marshalswick Mass centre
on the first Sunday of each month. The principal demand
remains for long life milk, long life juice and tinned fruit.
More details of the St Albans Food bank can be found here.

Coffee and Tea After Mass Refreshments are available in
the Parish Centre after 10am Sunday Mass during school
term time, after 12 noon Mass on the first Sunday of the
month and after 5pm Saturday evening Mass. Coffee and
tea are also available after the 10am Mass each Monday. All
are welcome so please do come along.

Pax Christi travelling crib. This Advent we have the
chance to think about the birth of Jesus as well peace in the
world and in the Holy Land by joining in with others to
share this travelling crib as it passes from house to house in
St Albans. Individuals and families will receive the
beautiful hand-made olive wood crib set along with some
Advent prayers and a story about Bethlehem today; you

will have the opportunity to hold the crib and then pass it
on to another household. If you would like to know more
about the process or would like to register an interest,
please email grabecki@hotmail.com by 23 November.

You Can Be Santa Scheme Thank you to everyone who
has donated so generously to the YCBS scheme. Donations
can be made until 23 November, at which point, they will
be distributed to the families identified by the YCBS team
in time for Christmas. Monetary or voucher donations (in
£5, £10 & £20 denominations please) from the following;:
Sainsbury’s, Argos & Amazon will be very gratefully
received. Please put your donation or voucher/s through
the Presbytery door in an envelope marked “YCBS'.

Could you volunteer at Centre 33? Centre 33 is a local
charity which provides hot meals and a warm welcome for
anyone in need in St Albans. It has been operating for
nearly 50 years and holds the Queen’s Award for
Voluntary Service. Centre 33 is run entirely by volunteers
and we need more volunteers to continue to open for
breakfast and supper, 5 days each week. Volunteers work
on a rota in teams of 3 people from 10.00am to 12.15pm
Monday to Friday, or in teams of 4 people 6.30- 8.30pm
Sunday to Thursday. The rota is flexible, and volunteers
sign up just for shifts that fit in with their own diaries:
Could you spare a couple of hours even once a month to
help ensure that everyone in St Albans who needs a meal
can get one? If so, please apply using the form on our
website: or call Melanie 07900 051956.

OUR PARISH GROUPS AND EVENTS

Parish Groups and Events Please see our ‘Parish News’
webpage for more details of parish groups and events.

Faith and Family Group The ‘Faith & Family Group' meets
in the parish hall on the first Tuesday of each month (not
August) at 10.45am. Activities for under 5s. All welcome.

Toddlers” Playgroup Monday 10.30am - midday For pre-
school age children and their carers, term time only. Join us
in the hall for toys, books, games, singing, drinks & snacks.
To help, contact David Markham on 07543 400650.

Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation group We meet
on the third Thursday of each month in the Parish Centre,
starting at 7.30pm. All welcome. See here for future events

St Bart’s Baby and Toddler Group The St Barts baby and
toddler group meets every Thursday morning in St Barts
hall 11am-12.30pm. Lizzie Lizzio (efkelly88@gmail.com)

Phillips Grief Café Phillips the undertakers are running a
Grief Café 10am-Noon on the first Thursday of the month
in the parish centre foyer. A place for people to come
together to share and discuss their experiences of grief and
loss, and connect with others who understand.

St Albans URC Memory Café Sociable afternoon for those
with dementia [however mild/severe] and accompanied by
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their live-in carers - Chiswell Green URC Hall, Watford
Road, Chiswell Green on the first Thursday of the month -
1.30-3.30pm. Email here for information.

Interfaith event Monday 17 November 7pm St Albans
Cathedral Come and interact with people from different
faiths, and share stories of how we reach out to our local
communities.

The Parish Friends Knit & Natter Group We will be
meeting in the Parish Centre on 18 November 2-3.30pm. All
are welcome. Contact Helen Bassill 07860 830340.

Pilgrim Mass at Westminster Cathedral 2pm Saturday 22
November Open to all with refreshments to follow the mass.

Musical Afternoon Sunday 23 November at 1.30 for 2pm at
Our Lady Of Lourdes Hall Southdown Road Harpenden
AL5 2QH All welcome to a performance by soprano Alison
Langer of classical and popular songs, followed by
afternoon tea, hosted by The Newman Association. Tickets
£15. Payment to account 70645427, sort code: 20-74-09.
Please use the reference ‘Surname - Music Aft’ then email
Madeleine Hopkins to arrange ticket delivery or for queries.

Migrants' Meals Many thanks to all the parishioners who
have helped us to arrange cooking days for local migrants
who do not have access to a kitchen or to home cooking. Our
next cooking day will be held on Thursday 27 November. If
you can volunteer to be present (not to cook) for a couple of
hours between about midday and 6pm that would be a great
help. Please call Mary on 07976 277 059.

Circle of Friends Tea 2-4pm 26 November - St Bart’s Parish
Hall Parishioners and friends of St Barts or St Alban & St
Stephen welcome. There is no charge but a small donation
is appreciated. Please let Maureen Kelly know if you will be
attending or are in need of a lift: 07860 283743 or email here.

South St Albans Churches Ecumenical Advent Talks 2025
Wednesday evenings 7.30-9pm, 26 November 3, 10 and 17
December, St Bartholomew's parish hall. A series of four
ecumenical Advent Talks with the theme of "Hope, Peace,
Joy and Love in our Time." Our speakers are the Very Rev'd
Dean Jo Kelly-Moore and Rev'd Kevin Walton, from St
Albans Cathedral, Fr Richard Parsons, RC Priest and Rev'd
Graham Clarke, Baptist Minister. A bible may be useful for
some of the talks but is not essential. Please contact
cmljdl@aol.com.

Nicholas Breakspear Catholic School Senior Citizens’
Christmas Party Hosted by NBS students. Friday 5
December 12.15-2.30pm. Join us for an afternoon of festive
activities and entertainment. RSVP by 24 November 01727
860079 or admin@nbs.herts.sch.uk.

Bring Joy and Sing in a Short Carol Service in a Care Home
Monday 15 December at 10.30 and 11am in Tara's Retreat,
Sandridge, AL4 9DQ and Wednesday 17 December at
10.30am in Alban Manor, 2 Chene Drive, Waverley Rd.
AL35QP. Please contact Maggie Dodd before 20 November
on 07462 586773 or email: mrsmaggiedodd@gmail.com.

Salvation Army Christmas Fair 16-18 Victoria St. Saturday
29 November 10am -1pm. Gifts, crafts, food and more.

Alban Arena pantomime tickets for sale £29.50 each for
Saturday 13 December 6pm show. All sales help towards
SSAS school PTA. Contact ssaspta@gmail.com to order!

St Albans Foodbank Once again the St Albans Foodbank
are running their Reverse Advent Calendar. Their main goal
is to ensure that no one in the community goes hungry due
to lack of access to food. This year alone, they have
distributed over 10,000 three-day emergency food parcels to
individuals and families in crisis, across the St Albans
District via their 9 hubs. The Reverse Advent Calendar is a
simple way to give back this season. Here’s how it works:

* For 25 days, add an item from the attached list
* Bring your collection to our Foodbank Warehouse in
Redbourn, (Unit 3, Redbourn Industrial Park, High Street,
Redbourn, AL3 7LG) ready to be distributed to local families
in time for the holidays. Please see here for details of
Foodbank opening hours over Christmas.

PARISH SCHOOLS

School Applications & Certificates of Catholic Practice If
you are a parent, guardian or carer who needs a Certificate
of Catholic Practice to accompany your child’s application
for a primary, secondary or nursery school place, please
email the parish office on stalbans@rcdow.org.uk with your
child’s name, date of birth and home address together with
a contact telephone phone number for yourself. Please
indicate which school(s) you are applying for as not all
catholic schools require the Certificate of Catholic Practice.
Fr Michael will then arrange an appointment to meet you.

PARISH ADMINISTRATION

Mass Intentions Mass intentions can be booked by phoning
or visiting the parish office from 9am to 1pm any weekday.
Outside of these times, please email the parish office to
request a mass intention. Donations can be made by posting
an envelope through the presbytery door or by making a
payment via bank transfer. Our bank account details can be
accessed here. Please note that masses can be booked up to
one year in advance and the first masses we now have free
for booking are in March 2026. Please also be aware that
weekday morning masses (excluding Mondays) will be
held at St Barts for the duration of the building works.
Intentions may have to be moved with little notice to
accommodate funerals. The suggested diocesan donation,
which contributes to the stipends of the priests of our parish,
is £10 per mass.

Prayers for the Sick If you would like to include someone
in the prayers for the sick, please contact the parish office.
Permission from the person being prayed for, or their next
of kin, must be obtained before being added to the list.
Names will normally be included for eight weeks, unless the
request to have their name included is renewed.
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MASS INTENTIONS & READINGS

Saturday 15 November - VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY
5pm Mass Mary Rainforth (Ann)

Sunday 16 November - THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

8am Mass Holy Souls - remembering especially deceased
sons and daughters

8.30am Mass People of the parish (St John Fisher School)

10am Mass Vito La Monica (RIP)

12 Noon Mass Mary Miskell (Ann)

6pm Mass Deceased members of the Steele & Davies families
Reading 1, Malachi 3:19-20, Psalm 97(98)

Reading 2, 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12, Gospel, Luke 21:5-19

Monday 17 November - feria

10am Mass Peter Rowland (Ann)

7pm Mass Holy Souls - Remembering especially deceased
victims of violence

Reading 1, Maccabees 1:10-15,41-43,54-57,62-64,

Psalm 118(119), Gospel, Luke 18:35-43

Tuesday 18 November - feria
10am Mass * Mary and David Robinson (Ints) (at St Barts)
Reading 1, Maccabees 6:18-31, Psalm 3, Gospel, Luke 19:1-10

Wednesday 19 November - feria

7pm Mass Evelio Azcona (RIP)

Reading 1, 2 Maccabees 7:1,20-31, Psalm 16(17)
Gospel, Luke 19:11-28

Thursday 20 November - feria

10am Mass * Deceased members of the Cronin and Sumner
families (at St Bart’s)

Reading 1, 1 Maccabees 2:15-29, Psalm 49(50),

Gospel, Luke 19:41-44

Friday 21 November - The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary

7pm Mass Robert Drew (RIP)

Reading 1, 1 Maccabees 4:36-37,52-59,

Psalm 1 Chronicles 29:10-12, Gospel, Luke 19:45-48

(On Fridays Mass is celebrated in St Albans Cathedral at Noon)

Saturday 22 November - St Cecilia

10am Mass Holy Souls

Reading 1, 1 Maccabees 6:1-13, Psalm 9,Gospel, Luke 20:27-40
10.30am Exposition, Confessions and Benediction

*at St Bartholomew Church, Vesta Avenue, St Albans

MASS INTENTIONS & READINGS

Saturday 22 November - VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY
5pm Mass Holy Souls - Remembering especially
deceased parents and grandparents

Sunday 23 November - OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,
KING OF THE UNIVERSE

8am Mass Deceased members -Bergin & Cawley families
8.30am Mass Cliff Staniforth (Ann) (St John Fisher School)
10am Mass Antonio Gramegna (RIP)

12 Noon Mass Billy Lawless (First Anniversary)

6pm Mass People of the parish

Reading 1, 2 Samuel 5:1-3, Psalm 121(122)

Reading 2, Colossians 1:12-20, Gospel, Luke 23:35-43

PLEASE PRAY
United with Churches together in St Albans we pray for
the members of the New Testament Church of God.
For all the sick including

The names of those we have been asked to pray for are not
included in the web version of the parish bulletin for reasons of
data protection.

For all those who have died recently including Br.
Clement Pelletier BSH.

For all those whose anniversaries occur at this time
including Antonio Gramegna, Billy Lawless, Patrick
Mannion, Maude Marchand, Mary Miskell, Mary
Rainforth, Peter Rowland, Cliff Staniforth.

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful
departed through the mercy of God rest in peace

Justice, Peace & the Integrity of Creation Group Lord
Jesus, you said, " My peace I give to you." Thank you for
the many people who spread your peace and goodness
through their generous care and kindness. Lord, fill us
with your grace every day and may we be instruments of
your Peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer."

Mass in Polish Mass in Polish takes place here at 4pm on
the second and fourth Sundays of each month.

St Albans Friends of Palestine Event - “Palestine in our
Hearts” Sunday 16 November 7.30-9.30pm Fleetville
Community Centre, Royal Road, AL1 4LQ.

St Bartholomew’s Parish Please see the St Bartholomew’s
website at St Bartholomew - Roman Catholic Parish of St
Albans South for details of mass times and events or to read a
copy of the St Bartholomew’s weekly newsletter.

Mass in Cantonese Once a month at 2pm at Our Lady of
Lourdes in Sawston, Cambridge, CB22 3HJ. All welcome.
For more details please see the porch flyer or email
cantonmassesea@gmail.com.

Family Resources Please join us at Little Lights (under sevens) and Children’s Liturgy (seven and above) during 10am Mass
on Sundays (term time only). If you can help with Little Lights please get in touch with Laura by emailing her on
laura.cox.london@gmail.com. Please click here for this week’s ‘Liturgy of the Word” for Children leaflet from the Diocese of
Westminster. The Wednesday Word is another excellent resource that can be used by families to reflect on the issues and

messages present in Sunday Liturgy each week.
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